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my son for payment of his debts" I answered, "I know not."
"Well," quod he, "he oweth Fulmerston an honest sum. And what
oweth he you/' I answered, "So much as I can be content to for-
bear in respect to his necessity." And so I gather that my Lord,
your father, will make some stop in your bargain for Rochford for
payment of your debts. Handle Fulmerston discreetly and send
your resolute answer. The money must come wholly to your hands,
for you can not both pay your whole debts and furnish your present
necessities.
Albeit, the provision of those things for the furnishing of Surrey
House which were committed to Southwell's charge will not be ob-
tained at your father's hand, we shall make shift for them upon
my credit in this town. My lord of Norfolk is determined that your
revenues at Lady Day last shall be received by the steward, and
the overplus paid to your ministers. Your father's Lordship re-
mains in as good fame on this side the seas as your lucky succeed-
ings have prospered happily on that side.
Handle the matter wisely for the sale of your lands, for my lord
of Norfolk said he would see your debts paid. And by these means
and others ye may be made wary of your will of Boulogne. As my
trust is in you, burn this letter.24
The cost of Surrey House had put Surrey heavily in debt.
Although the construction was finished at last, Surrey was hard
put to get furnishings which would be suitable for the mag-
nificent building. But he was not to be bribed into urging the
King to give up Boulogne by misrepresenting the conditions as
he saw them there. Perhaps he also suspected that the Earl of
Hertford had influenced the Privy Council to make up this
scheme in hope of being able to entangle his rival to his dis-
credit. Possibly Surrey thought the Duke of Norfolk had been
hoodwinked, that he had been inveigled by his secret enemies
into supporting the plan by stressing the expense of holding
Boulogne. Norfolk was never liberal with money, either his own
or the King's. Furthermore, Surrey was doubtless enjoying the
life at Boulogne. Though he longed to have his wife with him,
the activity there was otherwise sufficient to occupy his abun-
dant energies and satisfy "the desyre he hath to se and to
serve/' There was frequent fighting, with at least a small skir-